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ADOH Announces 2012 Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Award Recipients

Phoenix — Today, the Arizona Department of Housing announced the recipients of the 2012 Brian
Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards. The Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards recognize outstanding
service by individuals and organizations for their commitment to numerous housing issues throughout
the state. Nominees in seven different categories are selected based on their efforts to support
affordable housing for moderate and low-income Arizona families. The awards are named in honor of
the outstanding public service exemplified by the late Brian Mickelsen, an original member of the
Arizona Housing Finance Authority and former city manager for the Town of Cottonwood.

The Outstanding Affordable Housing Initiative Award will be presented to Guild Mortgage, Yuma
Office, for their amazing work assisting 393 first time homebuyers purchase homes in Yuma County.
These loans were made possible through the Arizona Housing Finance Authority’s Mortgage Revenue
Bond Plus program.

Victory Place III in Phoenix will be recognized with the Innovative Supportive Housing Program
Award. This award recognizes creative programs and services that provide outstanding housing
related support and resources to individuals. Since its completion, Victory Place campuses have served
more than 2,000 homeless and formerly homeless veterans in Maricopa County. Demonstrating need
and success, as of July 2012, Victory Place III achieved 100 percent occupancy, just six months from
being placed in service.

This year’s Tribal Initiatives Award will recognize the Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Housing's
Yavapai-Apache Homes IV project for their achievements in helping to meet the housing needs of tribal
members in Arizona. Utilizing solar technologies and energy efficient resources, the Yavapai-Apache
Nation Tribal Housing Department has succeeded in providing low-income residents with new, homes
that conserve natural resources. This project provides a beacon of hope to the hundreds of tribal
members in need of housing, in addition to serving as a model for other tribes.

Jerry Anderson from the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF) will be awarded with the Arthur
Cozier Partner in Housing Award which celebrates the single action or a lifetime of success of an
individual committed to improving the lives of families and the health of communities through


mailto:daniel.romm@azhousing.gov

recognition that decent, affordable housing is basic to our social fabric. Jerry, a former Tucson City
Council Member, has served as the Housing Service Property Manager for the Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation for nearly ten years. His work with SAAF and its housing program exemplifies a
successful career improving the lives of low income individuals living with HIV/AIDS and their
families.

The Exemplary Urban Multi-Family Project Award recognizes an outstanding multifamily rental
project in urban Arizona that serves low to moderate income individuals, families or seniors.
Grandfamilies Place of Phoenix will receive this year’s award for their outstanding project targeting
affordable housing for grandparents who have legal custody to raise their grandchildren. This project
is the first affordable rental housing complex of its kind in Arizona.

FSL White Mountain Villas in Show Low, Arizona will be recognized with the Exemplary Rural
Multifamily Project Award. White Mountain Villas embraces the highest quality of life for low-
income seniors in an environment that allows them to maintain their autonomy and independence.
The complex provides seniors with numerous services, such as counseling, social activities, congregate
meal programs, home delivered meals, health education, and referral services.

Tempe Councilman Corey Woods will be presented with the 2012 Elected Official Award which
recognizes an Arizona elected official who has demonstrated ongoing support for affordable housing
projects and programs including housing for homeless, domestic violence, special needs and low
income families and seniors. Councilman Woods exemplifies this award through his ongoing
advocacy for affordable housing projects throughout the Tempe area. Projects Councilman Woods has
supported include Apache ASL Trails, Encore on Farmer, and Gracie’s Village.

The 2012 Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards will be presented this afternoon at the J.W. Marriott
Starr Pass Resort in Tucson, Arizona at a luncheon during the 9% Annual Arizona Housing Forum.

About the 2012 Housing Forum
Now in its ninth year, the Arizona Housing Forum is the only statewide housing conference in

Arizona. It has become a venue for elected officials, policymakers, industry professionals, advocates,
and community leaders from across the state and nation to address the significant challenges facing
Arizona’s housing market. The theme of this year’s Forum is Housing and the Economic

Recovery. This year’s Forum will include a US Congressional candidate plenary, keynotes by Arizona
Department of Housing Director Michael Trailor; Arizona State University Research Professor Dr. Lee
McPheters; Tucson Mayor Jonathan Rothschild; Herman Boone, former TC Williams High School
Football Coach and inspiration for the movie, Remember the Titans.
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ADOH Announces 2012 Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Award Recipients

Phoenix – Today, the Arizona Department of Housing announced the recipients of the 2012 Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards.  The Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards recognize outstanding service by individuals and organizations for their commitment to numerous housing issues throughout the state.  Nominees in seven different categories are selected based on their efforts to support affordable housing for moderate and low-income Arizona families.  The awards are named in honor of the outstanding public service exemplified by the late Brian Mickelsen, an original member of the Arizona Housing Finance Authority and former city manager for the Town of Cottonwood.  


The Outstanding Affordable Housing Initiative Award will be presented to Guild Mortgage, Yuma Office, for their amazing work assisting 393 first time homebuyers purchase homes in Yuma County.  These loans were made possible through the Arizona Housing Finance Authority’s Mortgage Revenue Bond Plus program. 

Victory Place III in Phoenix will be recognized with the Innovative Supportive Housing Program Award. This award recognizes creative programs and services that provide outstanding housing related support and resources to individuals.  Since its completion, Victory Place campuses have served more than 2,000 homeless and formerly homeless veterans in Maricopa County.  Demonstrating need and success, as of July 2012, Victory Place III achieved 100 percent occupancy, just six months from being placed in service.  

This year’s Tribal Initiatives Award will recognize the Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Housing’s Yavapai-Apache Homes IV project for their achievements in helping to meet the housing needs of tribal members in Arizona.  Utilizing solar technologies and energy efficient resources, the Yavapai-Apache Nation Tribal Housing Department has succeeded in providing low-income residents with new, homes that conserve natural resources.  This project provides a beacon of hope to the hundreds of tribal members in need of housing, in addition to serving as a model for other tribes.  

Jerry Anderson from the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF) will be awarded with the Arthur Cozier Partner in Housing Award which celebrates the single action or a lifetime of success of an individual committed to improving the lives of families and the health of communities through recognition that decent, affordable housing is basic to our social fabric.  Jerry, a former Tucson City Council Member, has served as the Housing Service Property Manager for the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation for nearly ten years.  His work with SAAF and its housing program exemplifies a successful career improving the lives of low income individuals living with HIV/AIDS and their families.  

The Exemplary Urban Multi-Family Project Award recognizes an outstanding multifamily rental project in urban Arizona that serves low to moderate income individuals, families or seniors.  Grandfamilies Place of Phoenix will receive this year’s award for their outstanding project targeting affordable housing for grandparents who have legal custody to raise their grandchildren.  This project is the first affordable rental housing complex of its kind in Arizona.  

FSL White Mountain Villas in Show Low, Arizona will be recognized with the Exemplary Rural Multifamily Project Award.  White Mountain Villas embraces the highest quality of life for low-income seniors in an environment that allows them to maintain their autonomy and independence.  The complex provides seniors with numerous services, such as counseling, social activities, congregate meal programs, home delivered meals, health education, and referral services.

Tempe Councilman Corey Woods will be presented with the 2012 Elected Official Award which recognizes an Arizona elected official who has demonstrated ongoing support for affordable housing projects and programs including housing for homeless, domestic violence, special needs and low income families and seniors.  Councilman Woods exemplifies this award through his ongoing advocacy for affordable housing projects throughout the Tempe area.  Projects Councilman Woods has supported include Apache ASL Trails, Encore on Farmer, and Gracie’s Village.  

The 2012 Brian Mickelsen Housing Hero Awards will be presented this afternoon at the J.W. Marriott Starr Pass Resort in Tucson, Arizona at a luncheon during the 9th Annual Arizona Housing Forum.  


About the 2012 Housing Forum


Now in its ninth year, the Arizona Housing Forum is the only statewide housing conference in Arizona.  It has become a venue for elected officials, policymakers, industry professionals, advocates, and community leaders from across the state and nation to address the significant challenges facing Arizona’s housing market.  The theme of this year’s Forum is Housing and the Economic Recovery. This year’s Forum will include a US Congressional candidate plenary, keynotes by Arizona Department of Housing Director Michael Trailor; Arizona State University Research Professor Dr. Lee McPheters; Tucson Mayor Jonathan Rothschild; Herman Boone, former TC Williams High School Football Coach and inspiration for the movie, Remember the Titans.  
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