
HUD DEFINITION OF CHRONIC HOMLESSNESS 

A ‘‘chronically homeless’’ individual is defined to mean a homeless individual with a disability 
who lives either in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency 
shelter or in an institutional care facility if the individual has been living in the facility for fewer 
than ninety (90) days and had been living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe 
haven or in an emergency shelter immediately before entering the institutional care facility.  In 
order to meet the ‘‘chronically homeless’’ definition, the individual also must have been living 
as described above continuously for at least twelve (12) months or on at least four (4) separate 
occasions in the last three (3) years, where the combined occasions total a length of time of at 
least twelve (12) months.  Each period separating the occasions must include at least seven (7) 
nights of living in a situation other than a place not meant for human habitation, in an 
emergency shelter or in a safe haven. 

Chronically homeless families are families with adult heads of household who meet the 
definition of a chronically homeless individual.  If there is no adult in the family, the family 
would still be considered chronically homeless if a minor head of household meets all the 
criteria of a chronically homeless individual.  A chronically homeless family includes those 
whose composition has fluctuated while the head of household has been homeless. 

Recipients and sub-recipients of Continuum of Care Program funds are required to maintain 
and follow written intake procedures to ensure compliance with the ‘‘chronically homeless’’ 
definition.  The procedures must establish the order of priority for obtaining evidence as third-
party documentation first, intake worker observations second and certification from the 
individual seeking assistance third. 
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